
                                                                                                                  

 
                                                                                                                                  

                                

Dear Parent/Carer,  

   Firstly, we would like to welcome you and your child back to school after the 

Christmas holidays. We hope you have all had a wonderful holiday with your family. Please remember 

that staff are always available if, at any time throughout the year, you wish to discuss anything at all. 

We aim to make your child’s year in our class as enjoyable as possible. If you could please ensure all 

of your child’s clothing is labelled it would be greatly appreciated, as we currently have lots of 

clothing left which does not have a name on.  

 

THEMES FOR THIS HALF TERM ARE: Traditional Tales 

 

Here are some ideas for home learning to support your child in their learning journey in 

throughout this academic year. Young children need lots of repetition and practise at key skills, 

so learning is often repeated many times before they become fully secure in those skills. Some 

children may find some things easy, whilst others may find it more difficult. Please just adapt 

as necessary based on the level your child is working at. If you are unsure we are happy to 

help you with this, just ask. 

 

LITERACY  

This half term we will be introducing most children to Phase 3 of the Letters and Sounds programme. 

Your child will continue to identify hearing initial sounds in words and will continue to learn phase 

three ‘tricky words’. These words are known as ‘tricky words’ as they can’t be decoded and easily 

read. You can assist your child by allowing them to listen to Jolly Phonics - Phase 3 jingles on You 

Tube or phase 3 tricky word song. We are encouraging the children to blend and sound letters in CVC 

words (three letter words). As children progress through phase three they will learn about digraphs 

and trigraphs, which is when one unit of sound is made up of two or three letters, eg, ch, th, ai, igh, 

ear, ure. As they learn the letter sounds you can encourage them to write simple words such as ‘chip’, 

‘this’, ‘rail’, ‘high’, ‘fear’ and ‘cure’. Having flashcards with simple words on and encouraging your child 

to read the words will help them develop this skill. Children will also continue to learn how to 

correctly form each letter remembering to use a cursive style. Encouraging children to practise 

these sounds at home will help them to learn them quickly.  

Our topic is ‘Traditional Tales’ this term so this will include, ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Jack 

and the Beanstalk and The Gingerbread Man. You could encourage your child to retell these stories 

and talk about the characters, the setting and key events. We will be sequencing popular stories and 

writing about the characters featured in them. We will continue to send reading books home, for 

those children who are ready, and will be changed when staff feel your child is ready to progress 

onto the next book. We like children to be able to confidently read the majority of the book on sight 

before changing it.  

 

MATHS  

We will be supporting your child to recognise and write numbers to 20 and then beyond. This is a skill 

all children need to know by the end of the EYFS. Your help in this would be greatly appreciated. Any 

child already able to do this will be extended further. Pointing out numbers when out and about or 

making number cards for your child to name and order would benefit your child greatly. Showing your 

child a number card and then asking them to collect that amount of objects are key skills your child 

needs to be able to do. We will continue to develop problem solving using addition and subtraction 
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simple addition. Some children, who are ready, will be introduced to using a number line to assist 

them. During the term we will be looking at doubles up to ten, there are some really catchy ‘doubles 

raps’ on YouTube to help with learning these. Within time your child should be able to mentally recall 

the double of a given single digit number.  We will also be introducing time and will be using the 

vocabulary of today, yesterday and tomorrow, as well as introducing o’clock. You could also support 

your child by naming 2D and 3D shapes. We begin to talk about the properties of shapes also. Many 

3D shapes can be found during a shopping trip to a supermarket and children love a challenge to find 

shapes. 

 

PHYSICAL AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Please continue to support your child to develop good pencil control through providing opportunities 

for your child to make large movements with their arm, which will greatly aid their pencil control 

skills. Activities such as sweeping, mopping or painting outdoors, using a brush and a bucket of water, 

are all great ideas which are not costly. Using a large roll of wallpaper on the floor to allow drawings 

to be large is also thoroughly enjoyed by children.  

Your child will continue to have daily access to the shared EYFS outdoor area which will aid their 

physical development. Any opportunities you can provide at home to allow your child to jump, run, skip 

and climb will help their gross motor skills. This half term we will be thinking about healthy food 

choices and are going to spend some time planting in the outdoor area. Your child will be encouraged 

to dig, therefore developing their gross motor skills. Playdough is a fantastic way to help their 

dexterity and strengthen fingers in preparation for writing. Dough disco, which is on You Tube, is a 

fun programme for your child to watch and follow the actions of the presenter. A recipe to make 

dough is available if you would like to make your own. It is very cheap to make and lasts several 

weeks. Your child will also be taking part in Write Dance. This is a daily programme which encourages 

the development of fine and gross motor skills.  

Now your child is in school we will be encouraging them to become as independent as possible. We aim 

for every child to be able to put on their own coat and be able to dress and undress for PE with 

minimal support.  You can help by allowing them to get dressed and undressed on their own. Please 

encourage your child to attempt to fasten their buttons and zips independently. We will continue to 

share news in class throughout the week. Children are welcome to bring something from home to 

share with the class. This may be about a recent visit they have been on, a sports club they have 

attended, a piece of work completed at home or any news from home they wish to share. We do ask 

for toys not to be brought in but souvenirs, medals, photographs, certificates etc are useful to help 

your child share their news.  

 

RE 

THIS HALF TERM WE WILL BE LEARNING ABOUT: Celebration 

We will be discussing celebrations and the celebration of Christmas. The children will be given the 

opportunity to think about their Christmas celebrations. The children will discover what a celebration 

is and how different people celebrate. The children will then think about the Parish family and how 

they celebrate within Church. We also share the story of the Presentation and discuss Jesus being 

presented at the Temple.  

 

 

Thank you for your support in helping your child’s learning journey be fun. There will be more 

opportunities to come into school to work alongside your child and we will inform you once we have 

dates organised.  

Reception team. 


